
Physical	Science	Degree

Ph.D.

Postdoc	Researcher

RSE	Position

RSE	career…

…school
OK,	I	am	rubbish	at	experimental	
chemistry	and	good	at	maths.

I	like	computational	chemistry	and	
want	to	do	research

Looking	after	the	computers	and	
software	is	cool	but	this	Ph.D.	is	no	
good;	lets	try	working	in	the	real	
world!

The	real	world	sucks,	lets	try	a	more	
interesting	Ph.D.

Partner	is	in	Edinburgh	– any	
postdocs	with	computational	
chemisty up	there?

Arrggh!	My	fixed	term	contract	is	
ending	find	another	one	quick!

(Existential	crisis	#1)	I	enjoy	
programming	more	than	research,	
what	can	I	do?

Cool	job	doing	software	for	chemists	
but	Uni does	not	have	a	clue	what	it	
means	… contract	ending		…

(Existential	crisis	#2)	Why	don’t	I	fit?	
Why	is	my	role	not	valued	more?	
Where	do	I	go	from	here?

I	like	chemistry	and	want	to	work	in	
the	chemical	industry!


